
 
Christmas Eve Worship 

A Festival of Lessons and Carols 
December 24, 2022 ~ 11:00 p.m. 

  
The Prelude      O Little Town of Bethlehem                              ST. LOUIS,  

Lewis H. Redner, arr. Kurt Meyer 

            Love Came Down at Christmas with The First Noël        English carols, 
arr. Catherine McMichael 

                   Stille Nacht                                      Franz Grüber,  
Transcribed Chuck Penington, arr. Chip Davis 

The Gathering Words 
We gather together to worship God and to ponder anew the mystery of the 

birth of Christ. Jesus Himself spoke of God’s kingdom as being like a tiny mustard 
seed that unexpectedly grows into a tree in which the birds of the air can make their 
nests. In a similar way, Jesus’ birth demonstrates the surprising way our God comes 
to save us and restore us: not in an overwhelming display of power, but rather in 
humility and weakness. How can this be?  

No matter how many times we hear this story, it is difficult to comprehend. 
Our goal, however, is not to master this story, but rather to enter this mystery and 
allow it to master us. So as we sing and pray together and read of Christ’s nativity, let 
us pray for God to open our hearts and minds to the wonder of it all and to send us 
out with a fresh sense of what this means for those of us who are called in Jesus’ 
name.  
  
The Prophecy                       Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

The Lighting of the Advent Candles   
Leader 1:  Advent is a time of waiting. Our wait is almost over!   
Leader 2:  We light the candle of HOPE and remember that our only hope is in Jesus. 
Leader 1:  We light the candle of PEACE and remember the birth of Christ is the birth 
of peace. 
Leader 2:  We light the candle of JOY as our hearts sing for joy to the Lord of our 
salvation. 
Leader 1:  We light the candle of LOVE and know that God so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only Son. Love comes with Jesus’ birth.  
 

The Song      Christ, Be Our Light               Bernadette Farrell 
 

The Prayer (spoken together) 
All glory to You, great God, for the gift of Your Son, Light in the darkness and 
Hope of the world, whom You sent to save us. With singing angels, let us 
praise Your name and tell the earth His story, that all may believe, rejoice, and 
bow down, acknowledging Your love through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
  

*The Carol       O Come, All Ye Faithful   Latin hymn, attr. John F. Wade, 
ADESTE FIDELES 

  
The Lesson                                      Luke 1:26-35, 38 
  
The Carol                     Silent Night! Holy Night!     Joseph Mohr, Franz Gruber, 

STILLE NACHT  
  
The Les                                                              Luke 2:1-5 
 

The Anthem        O Little Town of Bethlehem    Phillips Brooks, ST. LOUIS, 
arr. Dan Forrest 

 

The Lesson                                                                              Luke 2:6-7 
  
The Carol                 Away In a Manger     vs.3 John Tomas McFarland, 

James R. Murray  

                         
The Lesson                                                                          Luke 2:8-16                                                 
          
*The Carol        Angels We Have Heard on High     18th C. French carol, 

GLORIA        
  
The Lessson                                           Titus 2:11-14 
                                   
The Meditation                          “All Is Well: Rejoice!” 
  
The Song of Reflection            All Is Well                          Michael W. Smith, 

Wayne Kirkpatrick, arr. Ronn Huff 
 

The Lighting of the Christ Candle (please light your candle) 
  
The Light is Shared 
Leader: What has come into being through Christ is life, and the life is the Light of all 
people. The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.  
People: The Light now lives in each of us.  
Leader: Go, share the Light of the world, for the Light of the world is Christ the Lord.  
     
The Solo                                   Oh, Holy Night                            Adolphe Adam, 

arr. David T. Clydesdale 
    (Please extinguish your candle after the song.) 

  
The Christmas Prayer 
  
The Carol                        Sussex Carol              arr. Hagenberg 
  
 
 



The Words of Gratitude                                                              incorporating Psalm 96 
Leader 1: With joy we praise You, gracious God, for You have created heaven and 
earth, made us in Your image, and kept covenant  with us - even when we fell into 
sin. 
Leader 2: O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
People:   We give You thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came among us 
as the Word made flesh to show us Your glory, full of grace and truth. 
Leader 3: Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to day.  
Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the people. 
Leader 1: Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole 
creation to proclaim the glory of Your name and tell the good news of the Savior’s 
birth. 
People:   Say among the nations, “The Lord is King! The world is firmly 
established; it shall never be moved. He will judge the people with equity.” 
Leader 2: Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that 
fills it; let the field exult and everything in it. 
Leader 3: Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord; for He is 
coming, He will judge the world with righteousness, and the people with His truth.   
  
*The Carol        Joy to the World     Isaac Watts, Lowell Mason, 

based on G.F. Handel, ANTIOCH 
  
The Christmas Proclamation (spoken together) 
When all things in silence lay and the night was in the midst of her course, 
Your Word leaped down from Your royal throne, O God. So we rejoice and give 
You praise, that Your Word may live in us and that we may glorify You forever. 
  
The Carol                                    Go Tell It                             Spiritual, arr. Larson             
  
*The Benediction 
  
*The Postlude                      Carol of the Bells     Ukrainian carol, arr. Arnold B. Sherman             
 

*all who are able, please stand                  
 

Worship Leaders: Preaching - Pastor Bud Pratt; Liturgists - Mary Cook, Kathy 
Geurink, Pastor Melanie Kilgore, Pastor Jeff Watson; Bells of Joy; Chancel Choir; 
Signing – Sara Zwart; Soloist - Susie Jolink; Piano – Teresa Kinnear; Violin - Marilyn 
Brannen; Viola – Mal Brannen; Cello - Carrie Brannen; Saxophone – Jeffrey 
Allardyce; Organ – Patty Pratt  
  
Baskets will be located in the narthex to receive your Christmas Eve offerings. 
  

Merry Christmas! 
  

 
 
 


