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Circa 1997 when I was 
diagnosed with autoimmune 
hepatitis and cirrhosis.

(Photo courtesy of Olan Mills)



“Is anyone among you suffering? He should pray. 
Is anyone happy? He should sing songs of thanks to God. 
Is anyone among you sick? He should send for the church 
leaders and they should pray for him. They should pour oil 
on him in the name of the Lord. The prayer given in faith 
will heal the sick man, and the Lord will raise him 
up.” (James 5:13-15)



HENRY FORD HOSPITAL
DETROIT

The Muller Suite for 75+ days



MARCH 15, 2022

      Ascites (Symptom)                    Paracentesis (Treatment) 



Kristy’s sister, Susan, and me 
having a little fun before entering 
the hospital at 4:00 AM 
the morning of my transplant.

JULY 6, 2022



We asked the Lord to remove all 
fear and anxiety, and to fill us 
with peace…and HE did!

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:6-7)

—  



“I am crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, 
but it is Christ who lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20)  



Prayers were answered. 
Relieved that the 10-hour 
surgery was a “success.”

10:30 PM, JULY 6



The Audiology Team  Trying to Restore My Hearing

Injecting steroids with 6 inch needle!



July 7: Feeling good the day after transplant in ICU.



Damaged Bile Ducts, 
Constant Infections



First time seeing my 
new liver during a 

4:00 AM ultrasound 

Averaged 2 hrs sleep 

Constant Pain, Terrible Food 

99% of time in bed 100+ days 
Daily Physical 

Therapy 



300+ staff 
attended to me



Faith, Family 
and Friends 
Got Us Through.



Consider it all joy, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces endurance. – James 1: 2-3

We rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
–Romans 5: 3-4

When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold. –Job 23:10

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. –Matthew 11:28



September 10, 2022: Two months after first transplant, 
and two weeks before second transplant. 



September 18, one week before 
second transplant 



Sep 21: Back in the hospital with Sepsis 
and a bacterial blood infection.
Temporarily removed from transplant list. 



Transplant Day: September 26, My Surgeons: Dr. Rizzari and Dr. Abouljoud

Dr. Abouljoud performed his first 
liver transplant in 1991.



Grant and Matt seem calm before 
transplant #2

Kristy putting on a brave face



Talking to my surgeon, Dr. Rizzari, hours after transplant #2



“Lord, Why Did My First Liver Fail? 
Why Did We Have to Go Through So Much Suffering?”

● His ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9)

● When He tests us, it produces righteousness and peace. 
(Hebrews 12:11)

● God tests us to humble us and to get us to depend on Him. 

● His grace is sufficient, and His power, which is made perfect in 
weakness, rests on us. For when we are weak, He is strong. 
(2 Corinthians 12:9-10)



“Lord, Why Did My First Liver Fail? 
Why Did We Have to Go Through So Much Suffering?”

● Who am I to question God’s plan? (Isaiah 45:9)

● He uses suffering to change us in good ways.

● God prunes us so we will produce more fruit for Him!

● I didn’t want to be in the hospital for 100 days, but God wanted me 
there to shine the light of Jesus!



   For More Information

About My Transplant Journey            About Becoming an Organ Donor 

www.giftoflifemichigan.orgwww.howtosavealife.org


