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Welcome to Worship at First Reformed Church 
September 6, 2026 

 
Prelude                                                         

Welcome  

Song of Worship                                            House of the Lord 

Greeting   

Liturgy 
   Kevin: In the beginning, You created us in love and placed us in a good and beautiful world. You called 
us very 
   good, and You made us for relationship—with You, with one another, and with all creation.  
   All: But like Adam and Eve, instead of turning toward You, we hide.  
   Kevin: When we are ashamed, we cover ourselves. When we are afraid, we protect ourselves. When we 
   are hurt, we sometimes blame others rather than facing our own brokenness.  
   All: Lord, help us to remember that we are made in Your image. Our deepest unity is found in  
   You.  
   Kevin: Where there is hatred...  
   All: Give us love.  
   Kevin: Where there is bitterness...  
   All: Give us forgiveness.  
   Kevin: Where there is shame...  
   All: Give us the courage to come into the light.  
   Kevin: Where there is pride...  
   All: Give us humility.  
   Kevin: Where there is fear...  
   All: Give us trust.  
   Kevin: Where there is division...  
   All: Make us instruments of Your peace, through Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Songs of Worship                                          Goodness of God 
God is so Good 

Scripture – Genesis 3 
Sermon                                                            “Broken Unity” 

Offertory 

Offertory Music                                   Hold us Together                  

Announcements 

Sending Song                                                      Gratitude                    

Blessing                                                          

Postlude                                     

                                                         

Worship Leaders: Pastors – Jeff Watson, Matt Cook, Melanie Kilgore; Worship Leader – Tony Williams; 
Liturgist – Kevin Meyer; Worship Artwork – Amelia Stadt 



WELCOME to First Reformed Church  
We’re so glad you’re here! May you experience the presence of the Living God. If you are visiting, 
welcome!  There are guest cards in the pews you can complete and put in the offering plate. Feel free to 
stop by our Welcome Desk near the main entrance – we’d love to connect with you! Join us for coffee and 
cookies next door in The Commons following worship! 

 

Mother’s Room – The Mother’s Room is accessible off The Gathering Room to tend to the needs of 
babies. 

 
TODAY at First – Pastor Melanie Kilgore will begin a new series called “Unity in Christ.”  She will be 
preaching from Genesis chapter 3 titled “Broken Unity.” It’s also Community Sunday. Please fill out a 
name tag in the Narthex and join us for coffee and cookies in The Commons following worship! 
 

Sunday Connect Schedule: 
Nursery (3 year olds & under) can be dropped off in the nursery when you arrive and picked up after the 
worship service.   
 
NEXT WEEK – Pastor Jeff Watson will continue the series called “Unity in Christ.”  He will be preaching 
from John 17:20-23. 
 

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH PRAYERS & CONCERNS 
For prayer updates during the week, please call the Prayer Line – 534-0113 

 

• Maria Oskam is at the Oaks in Byron Center for rehab. 

• Lou Stelma is recovering from skin cancer surgery. 

• Kyle Klaassen was deployed in August for 10 months. 

• Marcia Brinks has returned home. 

• Bob Stark (Alyce Stark’s husband) is at American House under the care of hospice. 

• Olive Lambries (Dave & Marilyn Stelma’s 5 year old granddaughter) is recovering from open heart 
surgery. 

• Please pray for our Transformation Team and their work on a mission and vision for our church.  

• Continued prayers for: Phil Davis, Ruth Plaggemaars, Doug Koster, Jack Manders, Don 
Kempema, John Boeve, Bob Schuitman, Pam Jackman, Bill VanHorn, Linda Timmerman, 
Mike VanWyhe, Roy DeJonge, Meg Oskam, and Kevin Frens. 

 
We Extend Condolences to: 

• Masan & Lizzie Silva, at the death of Masan’s grandma, Barbara Jean Meeuwsen, who passed 
away August 25. 

 
Please keep all our military troops in your prayers, especially: 

Jeremy Stegehuis, Jeff Shuck & Tony Shuck (Betty Isenga’s grandsons), AJ Frens (Duane & 
Gail’s grandson), Abram Swart (Jack & Myrt Manders grandson), Taran Silva (Masan Silva’s 
brother), Sylas Belden (Ken & Barb VanderHeide’s grandson). 



Please keep in your hearts, minds, and prayers: 
Our Family at Home members - Crystal Baum, Randy & Sue Kehr, Joyce Moored, Kay 
TenHaken, and Joyce VanderMarkt. 

 
In case of an emergency and no one is at church, you may call Pastors Jeff Watson - 616-250-7148,  
Matt Cook - 616-893-4189, Melanie Kilgore - 269-330-0155, consistory Vice President Kathy Carpenter – 
616-308-6095 – or any of the other elders. 
 
Stewardship Update:  

Offerings received August 30, 2026 
Offering Plate:  $   6,460.00   
Online:   $   4,303.00 

 
Financial Questions – If you have any financial questions contact, Steve Westrick - 
treasurer@firstgrandville.org 
  

Mission of the Month 
Josh & Virginia Ham – Josh & Virginia Ham serve with Wycliffe Bible Translators in Cameroon, where 
Josh is a translation consultant and Virginia is the country’s linguistics coordinator. Since 2002, they have 
helped launch and support Bible translation projects so that people can experience God’s word in their 
own language. 
 
Hand2Hand – Hand2Hand provides food for kids facing weekend hunger 280 schools in West Michigan. 
First is one of about 150 churches that collect food for local schools. Our partner school is Century Park 
Learning Center. We are doing a collection drive at the end of the month. 

 
Church Emails – If you would like to receive church emails and updates, please contact the office 
(deb@firstgrandville.org).  
 
Church Facebook group – Join our Congregational page to hear about updates through the week: 
“First Grandville Congregational Connection.” 
 
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Carole Kempema 90 on the 1st 
Gail Frens  82 on the 7th 
Bill Plakos  95 on the 11th 
Vic DeJonge  88 on the 12th 
Ron See  80 on the 20th 
James Stelma 84 on the 21st 
Lois DeVries  82 on the 26th 
Karen Diekema 88 on the 29th 
 

  
 



THIS WEEK  
TUESDAY 
5:15pm  Bells of Joy 
 
WEDNESDAY  
6:00am  MegaMen Bible Study 
5:30pm  Praise Team 
6:30pm  Chancel Choir 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Kick-Off Sunday, September 13 – Join us for a meal following the service. Sunday Connect will begin 
September 20.  
 
Wednesday Connect – Begins Wednesday, September 16.  
 
La Casa Community Meal – Sunday, October 4. We are having a joint meal with La Casa after the 
worship service. 
 
Online Church Directory – Our online church directory is complete! Thank you for helping us keep our 
church family’s contact information up to date. You can access the directory on our website under 
“Members.” The directory is password protected to help keep your information confidential. If you need the 
password, please contact the church office. We will not publish the password in the bulletin, on our 
website, or during worship services. If you would prefer a printed directory, please contact Deb in the 
office to request a copy (deb@firstgrandville.org). It’s not too late to add your picture to the directory. 
You can email a picture to deb@firstgrandville.org or stop by the Welcome Desk and have Sandy take 
your picture! 
 
Fall Eat and Connect – Looking for a simple way to meet and get to know others in our church? Sign up 
for Fall Eat & Connect! You’ll be placed in a group of 7–8 people to share a meal and enjoy time getting to 
know one another. You can choose to meet: 

• One time 
• Two or three times 

Sign up at the Sign-Up Center. Any Questions?  Contact Lynne Rosema  
(616-901-5784 or tlrosema@sbcglobal.net). 
 
December 6 – Christmas Musical: Including kids and choir.  
 
Latex-Free Facility – To help keep everyone safe, our church is a latex-free facility. Please do not bring 
latex balloons or other latex items into the building. Thank you for helping us create a safe environment for 
all. 
 
 
 
 



ONGOING MINISTRIES 
MegaMen Bible Study – Wednesdays at 6:00am in the Lounge.  
Contact: Dave Lidgard (dlidgard@hpseagles.net) or Bob Stelma (mstelmau78@yahoo.com). 
 
Men’s Bible Study – Begins on Thursday, September 10. The President of Words of Hope will be 
speaking. We meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month at Marge's Donut Den at 2:30pm. 
Contact: Chuck Porte (seaporte@sbcglobal.net). 
 
Women in the Word – This is a Bible Study for women of all ages. We will begin Wednesday, September 
16, at 9:30am in the large classroom upstairs. 
 

GIVE & SERVE 
You’re Invited! – We are looking for trusted and loving adults (of all ages) to be Sunday Connect 
teachers and Youth Group leaders this school year. What is required of leaders? We ask that you 
show up consistently, be present, and care for middle and/or high school aged kids throughout the school 
year. Sunday Connect teachers can serve on a flexible schedule. Youth Group leaders are needed 
weekly to build mentoring relationships with students.  
You don’t have to be a Bible expert or have all the answers. You just need to be willing to show up, care, 
and walk alongside students. If you are interested in getting involved, please reach out to Lauren Abrell at 
(630-750-6458 / lauren@firstgrandville.org) for Youth Ministries or Jeff Watson (616-250-7148 / 
jeffw@firstgrandville.org) for Kids Ministries. 
 
Maple Tree Preschool – Would you consider sponsoring a child at Maple Tree Preschool this year? The 
cost of tuition is $1,098 for the school year. Your generosity could make a meaningful difference and be a 
wonderful blessing to a child and their family. If you are interested in sponsoring a child, please contact 
Cindi Thompson at mapletreepreschool1979@gmail.com. 
 
Hand2Hand Deliverer – We need a person(s) to deliver Hand2Hand food to Century Park Learning 
Center one Thursday morning a month. If you are able to help with this contact Kelly Kievit 
(kievit.kelly@gmail.com) 
 
Food Pantry Needs canned fruit, canned meat, pancake mix, syrup, beef stew, crackers, Jell-O, pudding, 
Hamburger or Tuna Helper, shampoo, toothpaste, and bar soap. Please leave food in the cart located in 
the Activity Center. 
 
Wycliffe Stamp Ministry – Please save your canceled and uncanceled stamps for Wycliffe 
Associates.  All stamps work, even non-profit stamps.  Just cut them out so that there is at least ½ inch 
around the stamp.  Volunteers at Wycliffe will trim them closer.  This stamp ministry helps to support a 
different mission project each year.  Stamp collections are also welcome.  The donation box is in the 
Fellowship Room under the mailboxes. Contact: Doris Kuipers (616-617-0231). 
 
 
 
 



KIDS & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

YOUTH MINISTRIES  

Dominican Republic Trip Recap | NEXT Sunday, September 13 | 9:30am 

Come hear some of our Dominican Republic crew share about their travels from June! Thank you for all of 
your support, prayers, and monetary donations - they made for an impactful trip. We cannot wait to 
witness how God will continue to work through our students & Pico Escondido (YoungLife Camp in the 
Dominican).  

 

Kindergarten & 6th Grade Bible Presentation | Sunday, September 20 | 9:30am 

This year, we are presenting Bibles to Kindergarteners and 6th Grade Students during the worship 
service. Please join us as we celebrate them!  

 

Our Middle & High School Fall Calendars are out now! Stop by the sign-up center to pick up a printed 
copy!  

 

YOUTH GROUP SAVE THE DATE(S):  

• High School Youth Group Kick-Off | Sunday, September 13 | 6:30-8pm | Lounge 

o Dinner & FUN will be provided!  

• Middle School Youth Group Kick-Off (6-8th Grade) | Wednesday, September 16 | 6-7:30pm | 
Lounge 

o This year, Middle School Youth Group will be on Wednesday evenings! Check your email 
for a message from Lauren that went out a couple weeks ago. 

 

Love to cook, bake, and/or feed hungry teens?! This fall, we are searching for willing parents, ministry 
teams, and/or volunteers to provide dinner for our High School Youth Group (20-25 people). The dates 
needed are… September 13, October 4, & December 13, 2026. If you are interested in signing up for one 
of those dates, please visit the sign-up center and/or talk to Lauren Abrell (lauren@firstgrandville.org) 
directly!  

 

SUNDAY CONNECT (FALL 2026): 

All Sunday Connect classes will begin Sunday, September 20 (10:45-11:45am). ALL students (K-12th) 
should meet in the assembly room - they will be dismissed to grade specific classrooms from there! At 
11:45a, parents will need to pick up their Preschoolers - 6th Graders from the specific classrooms listed 
below; 7-12th Graders will be dismissed on their own from their respective rooms.  

• Pre-School & Kindergarteners will be reviewing A Beginner’s Gospel Story (Room 113S)  

• 1st-3rd will be discovering God’s Faithful Promises (Room 118) 

• 4-6th will be studying the Old Testament (Room 108) 

• 7-8th will be looking at an Introduction to Theology (Room 103) 

• 9-12th will be discussing Spiritual Practices (Room 105)  

 

 
 


